Themes observed in early Qur'anic material: a brief commentary on Michael Sells' text, Approaching the Qur'an.
In 1999 Sells described and explained the early revelations to Muhammad in the Qur'an. Those revelations are analyzed for thematic content, primarily to stimulate student discussion in classes using Sells' text. Four primary themes are discussed; the theme most frequently cited is the Day of Reckoning or Judgment. Living a righteous life, being aware that unbelievers may prosper for a time, and remembering God are also mentioned very often. Issues for students using Sells' text in university classes are discussed. The possibility of considering Jesus as a type of Karim (Islamic generous folk hero) is considered.